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Join the club!
Read, listen and talk about clubs, societies, youth groups and lifestyles, clothes and accessories.  
Practise the Present Simple and the Present Continuous, refl exive pronouns.  
Focus on describing appearance, identifying speculation, giving and justifying opinions.
Write a simple description.

GRAMMAR AND SPEAKING
1 Work in pairs. Tell your partner about any organisations 

you belong to or which groups you would like to join 
and why. Use these ideas to help you.

sports clubs/teams  sports team supporters club  
a political party  school societies  
the fan club of a group/singer  a charity  
Internet groups/forums  a scouting organisation

2 CD 1.1  Listen and answer the questions.

3 CD 1.1  Read and listen to the interview again. In 
pairs, discuss why you think the interviewer doesn’t 
‘belong’ in The Carshalton Club.  

Kay So Lord Parkes, what kind of person

Parkes

 professional people – politicians,
 lawyers, even an ex-Prime Minister.
 Although more and more marketing
 people are joining these days. 
Kay
Parkes
 bridge or enjoy the food. Others come
 here to relax. Like Sir James over
 there. I usually only come here on
 Friday evenings.
Kay
Parkes
 moment so I decided to drop in.
 Anyway, The Carshalton also has a

 charity. For example, every day this
 week we’re collecting money to
 renovate the bar in the Royal Opera House. 
Kay
 Parkes … you seem terrified!
Parkes But, but, you don’t understand, the  
 thing is you’re …
Kay

 too …
Parkes No, that isn’t such a big problem. It’s just  
 that you’re … just not one of us. You’re …

Ţ he Gentlemen’s Clubs of London 
date from the 18th century. These are 
rather exclusive clubs which are like 
‘second homes’ for many members.
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Join the club!

Work it out

4 Study the table. Then match sentences a–f with rules 1–6. 

a More and more marketing people are joining 
these days.

b I usually only come here on Friday evenings.
c My wife is shopping at the moment.
d
e You seem terrified.
f

5 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the 
verbs in brackets.  

1 The number of people who take part in 
Internet discussion forums _________ (grow) 
very quickly now.

2 She’s got a part-time job for the summer 
– she _________ (work) as a waitress.

3 My friend Mark is in the Scouts. 
He _________ (often/go) camping at the 
weekend.

4 I _________ (never see) Hannah any more 
– she _________ (study) for her exams 

 these days.
5 Most of the kids in my class _________ 

(usually/listen) to soul and hip hop.
6 _________  (you/still/belong) to that 

7 She’s not here at the moment – she _________

6 CD 1.2  Complete the text with the correct forms of the 
verbs in brackets. Then listen and check. 

1_________ (usually/spend) Saturday 
afternoons at Dundee United games. There 
are also about twenty away games a year but 
luckily my friends and I all 2_________ (belong) 
to the official supporters club so we 3_________ 
(travel) to the matches on the club’s coach. It 
saves us a lot of money – train tickets 
4_________ (get) so expensive nowadays!  
United are almost bottom of the league at the 
moment. These days we 5_________ (play) 
quite well at home but our away games 
6_________ (not go) so well. But the 
atmosphere’s always great and violence is 
a thing of the past. In fact, more and more 
families with young children 7_________ (come) 
to the games now. I 8_________ (always/feel) 
I’m part of a great big happy family!

Mind the trap!
Adverbs of frequency normally come before the main 
verb with Simple tenses.

They usually have long hair.
I occasionally argue with my parents.

They come after the verb to be and other auxiliary 
verbs (do, does, have etc). 

He is often late for school.
She doesn’t usually phone during the day.

Present Simple and Present Continuous

We use the Present Simple: 
1 to talk about habits and routines. c  
2 to talk about facts and generalisations. c  
3  with state verbs (believe, belong, know, like, prefer, 

remember, see, seem, want, understand ) when we 
describe what is happening now. c  

 NOT you are seeming terrifi ed.

We use the Present Continuous: 
4 to talk about actions happening now.  c  
5 to talk about temporary situations. c  
6 to talk about changes. c

7 Work in pairs. Choose a club from Exercise 1. Why do 
you think people join this club? Choose five of these 
ideas and compare your answers with another pair.

 8 Work in pairs. Think of a group of people your own 
age that you spend a lot of time with and answer the 
questions. Then tell your partner. 
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING
1 In pairs, look at the photos and answer the questions.

2 Check you understand these words/phrases. Use a 
dictionary to help you. 

(anti)commercial  role model  peer 
acceptance  fashion  youth (adj)

3 CD 1.3  Listen and match speakers 1–3 with opinions a–c. 

1
2 Mark Mondale 
3 Matt Hodges  

a Money and business is behind fashion and 
lifestyles.

b Gangs are a way to share music, have fun and 
find acceptance.

c Young people look for values and acceptance 
from people the same age.

4 CD 1.3  Read the questions. Then listen again and 
circle the correct answers.

1  
a sociology. 
b psychology. 
c student unions.

2
reach their teens 
a they look for new role models in their lives. 
b they accept the values of the adult world. 
c  their parents and older brothers and sisters 

are against them.

3 Mark Mondale believes that 
a teenagers are the same as sixty years ago. 
b  business makes a lot of money from every 

new fashion.
 c  teenagers look for answers from people 

their own age.

4 Matt Hodges thinks that 
a  when young people become friends they 

start listening to the same kind of music.
 b  music is the reason that many people 

become friends.
 c  young people have fun with one group of 

people and look for help from another.

5  
a Matt’s answer proves their theories. 
b young people can’t think for themselves. 
c  psychology doesn’t give easy answers for 

how teenagers behave.

6 The radio programme is 
a a phone-in. 
b a documentary. 
c a studio discussion.

New Romantics from the 1980s

Punks from the 1970s

Teddy Boys from the 1950s

*
*
*
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Join the club!

As far as I’m concerned, becoming a Goth or 

a skater has absolutely nothing to do with 

looking for role models. Look at young people 

sixty years ago – they looked and behaved like 

younger versions of their parents.

5 CD 1.4  Listen to the extracts. Underline the words/
phrases the speakers use to give their opinion. Circle 
the phrases when they start to explain or justify their 
opinion.

6 Study Speak Out. Then complete the table with the 
phrases you chose in Exercise 5.

Mind the trap!
We only use frankly (speaking) to give an opinion 
which we think is controversial or unpopular.

Frankly, this lesson is a waste of time!

Personally, I love chocolate milkshakes! 
NOT Frankly

7 CD 1.5  Complete the conversation with expressions 
from Speak Out. Then listen and check.

Kat Did you hear that discussion programme  

Jay Yes, I did. 1_________ , I thought it was  
 pretty awful. 2_________ , the presenter  
 couldn’t even control the guests!
Kat 3_________ , I found those two academics
 really irritating. 4_________ … making
 generalisations about young people is so
 unhelpful.
Jay I’m glad that young guy mentioned music
 though. 5_________ , that’s the most
 important thing.

8 Work in pairs. Give your opinions on the topics below 
and justify them. Use Speak Out to help you.

1 Are friends more important than family for 

2 Is it a waste of time and money to be 

3 Do people’s tastes in music have the most 

4 Is it useful to make generalisations about 

It seems to me that it’s all part of becoming 
an adult. The thing is, when young people 
are in their teens, they start to question the 
values and lifestyles of the adult world they 
see around them.

Personally, I believe it’s all about music. 

I’m into nu-metal, my favourite band is 

BioToxine.

SPEAK OUT | Giving and justifying opinions

Giving opinions Justifying opinions

In my opinion … Everybody knows that … 
If you ask me … The reason why … is …
To be honest, … I mean …
_________ _________
_________ _________
_________ _________
_________

1

2

Hippies from the 1960s

Frankly, it’s all about money. If you think 
about it, every new youth fashion makes mil-
lions of dollars.

3

4
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Off the streets
Off the streets lead story

shouting and laughter and everyone 
appears to be having fun.

At the end of the day Steve Mayes 
believes the event was a success  
– the two groups are already talking to 
each other. ‘It’s like football,’ says  
Denise, another organiser. ‘You 
choose which team you belong to. 
But at the end of the day, Chavs and 
Goths are the same sort of people.’

I
The council’s controversial plan 
to bring peace to the city starts on 
a Tuesday morning during the 
half-term holiday. A group of 
fourteen Chavs and Goths of both 
sexes are travelling by bus to a secret 
location in the countryside, ten miles 
out of town. There are more Chavs 
than Goths – maybe it’s hard for 
some Goths to get up in the morn-

visors ask them to put on 
camoufl age clothing. And then the 
two gangs spend the rest of the 
morning pretending to shoot at 
each other.

Don’t worry – the guns are not real 

paint) and it’s all for fun. But isn’t it 

really the best way to bring young 

organiser of the event, feels that it is.  
He thinks these controversial  games 
give the two groups something to do 
and can start them talking. ‘It gets rid 
of a lot of energy too – it’s much bet-
ter than playing games on 
Playstations and Xboxes,’ he says.  
Meanwhile, the Chavs and Goths 
are fooling around: there’s a lot of 

 t’s a typical Saturday afternoon  
 on Cathedral Square in 
 Peterborough, in the east of  

young people are sitting in the centre 
of the square. One group are wear-
ing tracksuits and baseball caps 
and brand-new white trainers. A lot 
of them are wearing jewellery like 
gold chains and earrings. They’re 
the ‘Chavs’. Opposite them are the 
‘Goths’. They’re wearing black 
Doctor Marten boots, long black 
coats and black T-shirts with the 
names of their favourite bands on 
them. Some of them are wearing 
lipstick and eyeliner and a few of 
them have piercings. Nervous 
shoppers hurry past them, trying not 
to make eye contact. It seems to be 
quiet but you feel that at any 

police say these young people are 
probably harmless – perhaps they 
just hang around the square because 
there’s nothing better to do. But 
older people say they are tired of 
putting up with the noise and litter. 
These kinds of problems certainly 
aren’t unique to Peterborough. But 
after trying several different methods, 
Peterborough City Council has a 
radical plan to change things.  

Dan: ‘I almost didn’t come this 
morning but my friends persuaded 
me. There was a lot of aggression 
to begin with but everyone calmed 
down in the end. I bumped into an 
old friend from primary school who 
I hadn’t spoken to for years but he 
seems just the same as ever – in fact 
I got on with him really well. The 
atmosphere in town is probably a lot 
better now.’
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READING AND VOCABULARY
1 CD ROM  In pairs, look at the pictures and the title of the 

article. What do you think it is about? Then quickly 
read the text and check your predictions.

2 Read the text again. Are the statements true (T) or 
false (F)?

1 The scenes that are described in the first 
paragraph don’t happen very often. c

2 The shoppers in Peterborough are afraid  
to look at the young people in the square. c 

3 The police don’t think the young people  
are dangerous. c

4 Peterborough isn’t the only place where  
you can find such problems. c

5 Only boys are taking part in the council’s 
events. c

6 At the end of the day Chavs and Goths  
start playing football together. c  

3 Look at this sentence from the text and answer  
the questions.

It seems to be quiet but you feel that at any 
moment a fight could start.

1
 

a  A definite fact – it is certain that the 
situation will end in violence.

 b  Speculation – it is only the writer’s guess/
impression that there will be violence.

2

4 Find and underline the words which suggest that 
these sentences are speculation.  

1 These young people are probably harmless.
2 Maybe it’s hard for some Goths to get up in 

the mornings! 
3
4 Steve Mayes believes the event was a success.

5 Study Train Your Brain and check your answers  
to Exercise 4.

6 Read Dan’s impressions of the day again. Underline 
the statements which are speculation. Use Train Your 
Brain to help you.

7 Vocabulary  Find phrasal verbs 1–6 in the text and 
match them with meanings a–f. 

1 hang around c 4 calm down c     
2 put up with c 5 bump into c     
3 fool around c 6 get on with c

a be quiet and relaxed after you have been 
nervous or excited

b behave in a silly or irresponsible way
c tolerate, accept
d have a good relationship with
e wait or spend time somewhere and do 

nothing
f meet somebody when you don’t expect to

8 Complete the sentences with the correct form of a 
phrasal verb from Exercise 7.

1 I only started to _________ my sister after 
she left home!

2 Your boyfriend never helps you. I don’t know 
why you _________ his laziness. 

3 The kids always _________ when the teacher 
isn’t in the room.

4 Guess what! I _________ Matt in the 
supermarket yesterday. He’s married now!

5 Try not to worry … just have a cup of tea and 
try to _________ .

6 The gang used to _________ in the park until 
the neighbours started complaining.

9 Work in pairs and answer the questions.

1 Do you think that the paintball games are a 

2
opinions, using Speak Out on page 9. 

3

opinions or use the ideas below to help you.

TRAIN YOUR BRAIN | 

Identifying speculation

Writers often use speculation when they don’t know all 
the facts. To identify speculation: 
1 Read the statement carefully and try to decide if it is
 a definite fact or an impression/guess.
2 Look out for typical words or phrases which suggest
 a statement is an impression/guess.

Words often used for speculation 
Modal verbs – could, might
Other verbs – seem, appear, look, think, feel, believe
Adverbs – possibly, probably, maybe, perhaps

11       

Join the club!

Reading skills
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GRAMMAR AND READING
1 Quickly read texts A–C and answer the questions.

1 c
2 has known the people in his/her gang 

c
3 has similar interests to other people 

c

Work it out

2 Look at texts A and B and complete the table.

5 Complete the sentences with the correct reflexive 
pronoun. Tick the sentences in which the pronoun 
means independently.

1 You shouldn’t blame _________ for not 
passing the exam. It was very hard. c 

2 Mike’s working part-time. He has to pay 
for his studies _________ . c 

3 Be careful with that knife – you don’t 
want to cut _________ ! c

4 I grew these tomatoes _________ . c 
5 Nobody helped us so we had to 
 do it _________ . c 
6 Please behave _________ . You’re both 
 being very naughty. c

6 Complete the sentences with the correct reflexive 
pronoun or each other.

1
They really love _________ .

2 Tom’s vain. He’s really in love with _________ .
3 Although they both live in Spain, they speak 

to _________ in French.
4 She’s weird – she’s always talking to _________ .
5

_________ .

7 Write sentences about your relationships with your 
friends. Use reflexive pronouns or each other and the 
verbs below. Use the texts in Exercise 1 to help you.

argue with  get on with  understand  text
believe in  help  make fun of  enjoy  phone

My friends and I spend a lot of time together and 
text each other in the evenings.  We often meet on 
Saturday afternoons and we always enjoy ourselves …

Mind the trap!
We don’t normally use refl exive pronouns with these 
verbs: wash, dress, shave, brush.  

I shave before I have a shower. NOT I shave myself.

Refl exive Pronouns

 1st person 2nd person 3rd person

Singular _______ yourself himself 
   herself
  
Plural _______ yourselves _______

3 Look at the sentences and answer the questions.  

1 We always enjoy ourselves when we meet.
2 I decide what clothes I wear myself.

4 Look at the sentence and decide what the context is.  

We make fun of each other a lot.

a I laugh at myself and my friend laughs at herself.
b I laugh at my friend and she laughs at me.

A I met my friends at college 
so they all live in different 
parts of town but we have 
one thing in common – we’re 
all crazy about nu-metal. In 
fact, we’re teaching ourselves 
to play the guitar. We always 
really enjoy ourselves when we 
meet up at weekends.

B I think gangs are pathetic. 
People in gangs think they’re 
better than anyone who’s 
different to them – they take 
themselves so seriously. I prefer 
to decide what music I buy and 
what I wear myself. I don’t want 
to be just one of the crowd.

C I think it’s really important to 
belong to a gang. I hang around 
with other people from the 
estate. We’re all into different 
clothes and music but we all 
grew up together and that’s 
really important. We spend a lot 
of time on the phone to each 
other and help each other with 
our problems.
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Join the club!

VOCABULARY AND WRITING
1 Think Back! Work in pairs. Put each word into the correct group. Then add 

as many other words as you can think of in three minutes.

(gold) chain  boots  eyeliner  sweater  trainers  coat 
earrings  lipstick  tracksuits  T-shirt

2 Look at the texts below and complete the table for the nouns in pink/bold.

clothes make-up footwear jewellery 

4 Work in pairs and follow the 
instructions.

Chavs and Goths on page 
10 and choose one person. 

wearing.

partner is describing.

5 Choose a fashion or style that 
is popular with a group of 
people in your country. Write a 
description of about 200–250 
words. 

Paragraph 1
 Mention the clothes, 

accessories and make-up 
they usually wear.
Paragraph 2 

 Mention the kind of music 
they listen to.
Paragraph 3 

 Mention how they typically 
spend their free time.

Describing clothes – order of adjectives

opinion size/ colour/ style/cut material (compound) preposition +
  length shade   noun noun phrase

trendy   –       – baggy       – top with a hood

   – long       – baggy       – combat         –
      trousers

Callum is wearing 
a trendy baggy top 
with a hood, a brown 
cap, long baggy 
combat trousers, a 
chain and trainers. 
He’s also wearing a 
charity bracelet.

Hannah is wearing a 
stylish cotton T-shirt 
with a design, a short 
denim jacket, blue 
cropped jeans, 
a studded belt and 
long leather boots. 
She’s wearing eyeliner 
and mascara. 
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3 Put the adjectives in the correct order. Use the table in Exercise 2 to help you.

1 striped/a(n)/old-fashioned/cotton    shirt
2 silk/large/a/blue blouse
3 black/leather/tight trousers
4 nylon/cheap/white/a tracksuit
5 cotton/beige/baggy shorts
6 red/bright lipstick 
7 horrible/grey/woollen socks
8 long/with a band logo on it/a T-shirt
9 ripped/with a patch/denim jeans


