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5Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning

What’s it all about?

Reading with 
understanding and 
confidence.

In this chapter you will learn 
how to
•	 use a range of strategies 

to read tricky words
•	 read independently and 

with understanding
•	 read with confidence  

and expression.

Chapter 1
Use a range of strategies, 
including accurate 
decoding of text, to read 
for meaning

1
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Chapter 1 . Topic 1

Use a range of strategies 
to read tricky words

Your teacher will read this poem to you:

Dad, you’re not funny! 
A few of my mates
Come around to our place,
And you’re at the door
With that grin on your face.
You know that I know
You’re a really good bloke,
But I’ll curl up and die
If you tell us a joke!

We don’t want to hear
About your days at school,
We don’t want to watch
You try to be cool.
We don’t want to know
How the world used to be.
We don’t want to see
Those videos of me!

Getting you thinking
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1 .1We don’t want to laugh
At your riddles and rhymes,
At musty old tales
We’ve heard fifty times.
We don’t want a quiz
Where we have to compete,
We don’t want to guess
Why the hen crossed the street.

Please don’t perform
That ridiculous dance
Like you did on the night
We went out to France.
Don’t do impressions
Of pop stars on drugs.
Whatever you do
Don’t swamp me with hugs!

So Dad, don’t come in,
Your jokes are so dated
I often pretend
That we’re not related.
I’d pay you to hide
If I had my own money,
The simple truth is –
Dad, you’re not funny!

by Steve Turner 

	 1 	� What do you think the poem  
is about? 
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Chapter 1 . Topic 1

You can use strategies to help work out what is 
happening in the poem:
•	 Look at the pictures. Do they give you  

any clues? 
•	 Are there some words you know well in  

the poem? Can you understand what is 
going on from those words? 

•	 Can you sound out the words you do  
not know? 

•	 Are there words within longer words  
that you know?

Re-read the poem to yourself.

	 2 	� What did the son find embarrassing 
about the night they went out 
to France?

	 3 	� What does the son say he would do if 
he had his own money?   

	 4 	� Do you think it is a funny poem? If so, 
what lines make the poem funny?

How does it work?

Now you try it
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1 .1

Check your progress

I can use some strategies to 
help me read difficult words.

I can use a range of strategies to 
help me read with confidence.

Good progress� ››

Excellent progress� ›››

	 5 	� Work with a partner. Write bullet points 
about what happens in the poem, using  
your own words. For example, in the first 
verse you might jot down the following:

		  ●	� Dad is at the door grinning at the son’s 
friends.

		  ●	� The son is worried he’s about to tell  
a corny joke.

Apply your skills
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Chapter 1 . Topic 2

Read independently and 
with understanding

Listen to your teacher read the story and spot 
words you do not know:

The Hood Gang
They all wore the same 
jackets. Their jackets were 
black. I could not see their 
faces. I did not know any of 
them. They all wore their 
hoods up. They were the 
Hood Gang. People talked 
about them at school. They 
were tough. They did things 
at night. They broke into 
shops. They stole money.  
I knew they would get 
caught. Yes, one day they 
would get caught.

	 1 	� Discuss with your partner how you 
could read any words you are not  
sure of.

	 2 	� Jot down what you know about the 
Hood Gang. 

Getting you thinking
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1 .2

Check your progress

I can listen to a story and  
work out what some difficult 
words mean.

I can read independently and 
work out how to say unfamiliar 
words.

Good progress� ››

Excellent progress� ›››

	 3 	� Read The Hood Gang again, this time to 
yourself. Copy and complete the following 
three sentences to answer the questions.

		  a)	�What colour jackets did the  
gang wear?

			 
The jackets were…

	 	 b)	�What was the gang called?

			 
The gang was called the…

	 	 c)	�What does the writer think will happen 
to them?

			 
The writer thinks the gang will…

	 4 	� Look at the story again. Copy out the 
sentences that you know are true.

		  a)	�The gang leader was called Jake.
	 	 b)	�People talked about the gang  

at school.
	 	 c)	�The gang stole money.
	 	 d)	�The gang lived in Leeds.
	 	 e)	�The gang was tough.
	 	 f)	� The gang carried guns.

Now you try it

Apply your skills
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Chapter 1 . Topic 3

Read with confidence 
and expression

	 1 	� Read the story below aloud to a partner:
•	 Make sure your partner can hear you. 
•	 Remember to pause at each full stop. 
•	 Read the story so that it flows and it is 

interesting for your partner to hear.

City Kids
We’re city kids. We like bright lights and 
we’re used to noise.

We know the sounds of the city. We’re 
used to beeping horns from passing cars. 
We know all about sellers flogging their 
newspapers. We know all about the busy 
markets – ‘Five apples for a pound. Come 
on, Missus.’

Each night we see the bright lights from 
the theatres and the bright shops selling 
everything from watches to bargain toys.

Mr Martell took us into the country for a 
two-day school trip.

When we arrived, it was pitch black and I 
couldn’t see my hand in front of my face. 

Getting you thinking
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1 .3

Check your progress

I can read a story with 
increasing confidence.

I can read a story with 
confidence and expression.

Good progress� ››

Excellent progress� ›››

He handed us a torch each and told us we 
were going on a night hike.

If you think it’s quiet in the country, think 
again! We heard rustling in the hedges 
and a cow mooed in the field beside us.

I admit I was a bit scared. I made sure I 
kept close to Mr Martell… We all did… just 
in case! You never know what’s out there!

As you become more confident in your reading, 
you can also change the expression (feeling) in 
your voice to make the story seem more exciting. 
For example, you could use a different voice for 
the market seller and express how the narrator 
feels in each part of the story.

	 2 	� With a different partner, read the story 
again. Use lots of expression in your 
voice to show how the narrator feels.

	 3 	� Finally, read the story to your first partner 
with confidence and expression. In pairs, 
record your reading and play it back. 
Your partner can suggest further ways 
to improve your reading.

How does it work?

Now you try it

Apply your skills

You never know 
what's out there!
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Chapter 1

Check your progress

■■ I can use some strategies to help me 
read difficult words.
■■ I can listen to a story and work out what 
some difficult words mean.
■■ I can read a story with increasing 
confidence.

■■ I can use a range of strategies to help  
me read with confidence.  
■■ I can read independently and work out 
how to say unfamiliar words.
■■ I can read a story with confidence  
and expression.

Good progress	 ››

Excellent progress	 ›››
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ความสามารถในการจัดทำ�หนังสือนี้ให้มีความถูกต้อง และมีคุณภาพในการจัดการเรียนรู้ตามวัตถุประสงค์ของรายวิชา 

เพิ่มเติมที่กำ�หนด 

	 หากผู้ ใช้หนงัสือหรือสำ�นกังานคณะกรรมการการศกึษาข้ันพ้ืนฐานพบว่าหนงัสือเลม่นีม้ข้ีอบกพร่อง เนือ้หาไมถู่กตอ้ง

เกิดผลเสยีหายตอ่การเรียนรู้ ส่งผลกระทบทัง้ดา้นคณุธรรม จริยธรรม และความมัน่คงของชาต ิเมื่อสำ�นกัพิมพ์ไดท้ราบแลว้ 

สำ�นักพิมพ์ยินดีงดการจำ�หน่ายทันทีและเรียกเก็บหนังสือที่จำ�หน่ายทั้งหมดเพื่อแก้ไขให้ถูกต้อง ตลอดจนชดใช้ค่าเสียหาย 

ที่เกิดข้ึนจริงให้กับผู้ที่ได้รับความเสียหายนั้น ทั้งน้ี ให้เป็นไปตามพระราชบัญญัติคุ้มครองผู้บริโภค พ.ศ. 2522 และ 

พระราชบัญญัติคุ้มครองผู้บริโภค (ฉบับที่ 2) พ.ศ. 2541 รวมทั้งยินยอมให้สำ�นักงานคณะกรรมการการศึกษาข้ันพ้ืนฐาน

ถอดถอนรายการหนังสือนี้ออกจากบัญชีกำ�หนดสื่อการเรียนรู้สำ�หรับเลือกใช้ ในสถานศึกษาไปก่อน จนกว่าจะได้รับแจ้งว่า 

มีการแก้ไขแล้ว พร้อมทั้งการแจ้งประชาสัมพันธ์ให้สถานศึกษาทราบ

							        (ลงชื่อ)...............................................ผู้รับรอง

								         (นายคมพิชญ์ พนาสุภน)

								            กรรมการผู้จัดการ

							              บริษัท แม็คเอ็ดดูเคชั่น จำ�กัด
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