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About the writer

Brian Patten: a

Liverpool poet agin. How many parsgraphs are thre!

Before you listen
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Vocabulary: Places in the town and in the country

- - 5 Look at the two pictures and write the numbers. [ farm O hedge
What is happiness? Owood  [field
[ bus stop [ church [ roundabout ~ [] car park [ bridge [ river
1 Before you read complete this sentence in your own words. [ swimming pool [ bank [ post office [ hospital (I mountain [ 1ake
[] shopping centre [Jrestaurant [ petrol station [] station L il

Happiness is...

2 102 Look at the pictures, listen and read the text. Which country do you think Hapland really is? Why?

RE LARGE, RICH COUNTRIES LIKE THE USA

happier than the rest of the world? Are
countries with nice weather and good food,
like Italy and Spain, happier?

It seems the answer is ‘no’. Research says
that little Hapland, with its five-and-a-half
million people, is the happiest country in the
world. Why?

The weather in Hapland is cold and rainy.
Their neighbours, the Norwegians, are richer
than they are and their other neighbours, the
Swedes, are just as tall and blond and more
sporty, but it seems they’re not as happy.
Tahiti or Bali might be more beautiful than
Hapland but the people of Hapland are
happier than the people in those exotic places.

So what makes the Haplanders happy? We
asked some students at the University of
Hapland for their opinions...

‘In 1992, we won the European
cup! We beat bigger, stronger
teams than us; that victory made
us very happy. And, you know,
they say blond people have more
fun than the rest of the world; we
have more beautiful blondes than
anywhere else. Just joking!”

Fritz

‘Hapland is safe. Our capital city,
Copenhagen, is less dangerous
than New York or London and
there isn’t much crime here. We
have more freedom, we work less —
we have six-week holiday every
year - and we are not workaholics!
We enjoy life.

4 Use the prompts to make questions then swap with

‘I'think small countries like ours
are happier than big countries like
the USA. America is rich and
powerful but that doesn’t make

people happy there. In our |

country, the differences between
the rich and the poor are smaller’.
Agneta

‘People in southern Europe,
you know, Italy and Greece, look
happier - maybe they laugh more
than we do, but they’re not as
content as we are. We're not as

stressed as they are either - we |
don’t worry about things like |

losing a job because here we have
good social assistance - the state
takes care of us.

Eva

/) o\ BT G2
i 6 1.0 Now listen, check your answers and
| repeat the words.

| 7 Which of the things in the pictures do you
pass on your way to school?
A | pass a church, two bus stops and a hotel on
my way to school. What about you, Luca?
B / pass a station, a swimming pool and a petrol
| station.

\ GRAMMAR

Comparatives

your partner and write the answers to his/her questions.

1 what / weather / like / Hapland
What is the weather like in Hapland?

It’s cold and rainy.

Their neighbours are richer than they are.
Tahiti and Bali are more beautiful than Hapland.
People in southern Europe look happier.

They’re not as content as us.

Say what you think.

English isn’t easier than maths — it's more
difficult!

10 Transform these sentences comparing things.

Use not as + adjective + as.

1 The country is safer than the city.

The city isn’t as safe as the country.
2 People in rich countries are healthier than
people in poor countries.
Scotland is more beautiful than England.
Dogs are cleverer than cats.
Trains are more expensive than buses.
You are faster than me when you do your
homework.

o O~ W

3 Complete these statements with words 2 who / Hapland / neighbours? ;

from the text. 3 where / people / laugh a lot? We’re not as §tressed as they are. Say it'

1 Hapland has a population of 4 how many weeks / holiday / have / Hapland? Copenhagen is less dangerous than New York. 1w : o _
people. 5 why / the Haplanders / happy / 19927 Find more comparisons in the text. Underline Which (‘110 you t_h'"k Is better, the city or the

5 Like the Swedes. the Haplanders are 6 what / most Haplanders / look like? them. country? W_ork_m pairs and compare them.
énd blond Use t.:;e adjectives below or add some of your

—_ : own ideas.
3 Tahiti and Bali are LLASLLEORWARD 8 Complete the sentences with the comparative

islands.
4 The streets of New York are

Describe Hapland and Haplanders. Use the words below. rich poor interesting healthy boring
L . dirty clean exciting relaxing stressful
1 English is (easy) than mathematics. safe dangerous beautiful ugly nice

2 Life in the country is (healthy) than life in the city.

form of the adjectives in brackets.

tall large rich cold healthy

ST dangerous stron safe blond
5 Haplanders have good 9 9

6 In 1992, the Hapland football team
the European Cup.

Hapland is not a large country.
Most Haplanders are tall and blond.

3 The south of Spain is (beautiful) than the north.
4 Poor people are (happy) than rich people.

5 Girls are (clever) than boys.

6 Big cities are (dangerous) than small towns.

A | think life in the city is more interesting than
life in the country.

B Yes, but the air is dirtier than in the country.

A | also think life in the city is more exciting.

B Maybe, but life is less stressful in the country.



It’s the coolest city in Europe!
1 @ 104 Listen and read. How does Anna Robyn My cousin lives there. She says everyone

is very friendly and they’re really into /
ecology — they recycle everything!

Michael Yeah, it's the most environmentally-
friendly place in Europe — there are bike

feel today? Why?

Robyn  Hi, Anna, how are you? You seem a bit
down.
Anna  I'm waiting for the results of the interview

6 Look back at the picture of the town on
page 9 and underline the correct
prepositions in these sentences.

The post office is behind/opposite/under the

petrol station.

The restaurant is in front of/in/behind the church.
The hospital is opposite/behind]/in the petrol station.
The bank is behind/next to/bewteen the bus stop.
The station is between/behind/under the petrol statiol
The swimming pool is behind/between/opposite
the bus stop.

GRAMMAR

Superlative of adjectives

Berlin is the coolest city in Europe.

It’s the best place in Europe for electronic music.
It’s the most environmentally-friendly place in
Europe.

—_

Find more examples of superlatives in the
dialogue. Underline them.

oo WwWhN

3 Complete the following sentences with the

superlative form of the adjectives in brackets. FUNCTIONS
1The ~(friendly) people in the UK Talking about location
are usually in the North. e e dhumdhe
2 London is the (expensive) city It's next to the car park.
in Britain. . .
3 London hasgotthe (modern) Is there a shopping centre in Brook Strget?
shops in Britain. No, but there’s one opposite the bank in George
4The _(cold) place in Britain is Street.
the Scottish Highlands.
5 Mexico City isoneofthe O |
(dangerous) cities in the world. Say 1t:
6 Bristol is one of the (cool) and 7 Work in pairs. Ask and answer questions about

trendiest cities in England. where these places are in your town.

4 Rewrite the sentences in exercise 3 to make
them true for your country.

the biggest church  the most expensive clothes shop
the best place to play football
the restaurant with the best pizza the oldest building

Vocabulary: Prepositions of place

at the LAC and I'm a bit nervous.

Robyn  Come and sit next to me. Let's have a

chat.

Michael If you don't get into the LAC, why not

have a gap year between finishing
school and starting work?

lanes everywhere! — so that means it's
one of the safest, least polluted cities.

Anna But the weather isn't very good, is it?
Michael Yeah, that's true. It's definitely colder

than London. In winter it's freezing.
It's one of the coldest places in Europe.

5

p

105" Write the prepositions under the
ictures, then listen and check your answers.

nextto infrontof opposite between in
on behind under

8 Look at the map of central London. Take it in
turns to ask and answer where these places are.
Use prepositions of place.

A Where’s Westminster Abbey?
B It’s behind Big Ben.

Anna A gap year? But where? Anna Brr! | don’t know guys...

Michael Well, how about... in Berlin? You've got 2
the guide book already!

Anna Yeah, | want to visit my friend there.
They say it's the coolest city in Europe.

Robyn  Well the music scene is wicked. It's the
best place in Europe for electronic music culture
and there are loads of cafés, clubs, bars...

Anna Mmm. Is it bigger than London, Michael?

Michael No, it's smaller than London — it's got ecology
about 3.5 million people — but there’s
more exciting cultural stuff happening
there.

Robyn  And the shopping is fantastic! It's got
the trendiest shops and boutiques but

What do Michael and Robyn say about these = '
things in Berlin?

music

shopping

weather

FLASH FORWARD

Write 3-4 sentences comparing your hometown
it's less expensive than London or Paris. and another city that you know.

Anna It sounds great but what about the

people? Are they friendly?

Séo Paulo is smaller than Shanghai; but it’s bigger than
New York!

¢w [Jo [ b [ = N
=TSN

% 3

The Tower

r——,\\ of London

Tate Modern . Q Shakespeare’s
Globe theatre

=

London Eye Tower Bridge ]
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Vocabulary Workshop

Shops

1 (©) 106 Look at the
picture and say where you
can buy these things.
Then listen and check.

books jewels
medicines paint
computer  skirt

bread steaks

You can buy books
in a bookshop.
Places in the town
and in the country
2 Write the words in the correct groups.

Which places can you find in both the
town and the country?

bus stop river church station mountain

car park field swimming pool wood
bank bridge post office hedge

hospital farm lake shopping centre hill

restaurant petrol station roundabout

3 Add the names of other places you know to
the three groups.

Prepositions of place

4 Complete the sentences about your English
class with the names of the students.

In my English class | sit next to

In front of me there’s and
behind me is . Near the door
is 's desk and opposite the
teacher’s desk there are 's
and 's desks. My best friend
in the class sits between and

S EFEEEEEER2ZR

Pronunciation: Compound nouns

Compound nouns consist of two nouns that are
put together to form a new word. We write the
new ones as two separate words (e.g. memory
stick), but we write the older ones as one word
(e.g. blackboard).

5 @ 107 Listen to these compound nouns

and choose the stress pattern you hear. (v)

bus stop post office car park bookshop

6 Say these compound nouns and mark the

stress on them.

earring cell phone laptop
bathroom armchair hairbrush

7 @ 108 Listen and check your answers,

then repeat the words.

8 Choose the correct answer to complete the

rule about the pronunciation of compound
nouns.

In compound nouns the stress usually falls on the
first word/on both words.

Comparatives and superlatives

Adjectives | Comparatives Superlatives

Short cold colder the coldest
Short nice nicer the nicest
ending in -e
Shortending  big bigger the biggest
in vowel +
consonant
Two syllables ~ friendly friendlier the friendliest
ending in -y
Long fascinating ~ more the most
fascinating fascinating

Irregular good better best

bad worse worst

far farther/ further  the farthest/ furthest

®» We use a comparative adjective to compare two people,
things or concepts. We use than between the two
elements we are comparing.
Ed is a better driver than Henry.

» We use a superlative adjective to compare and contrast
one element with the rest of the group it belongs to.
After the superlative we use:

- in when the comparison is with a place or a group
of people
London is the busiest city in Europe.
He’s the cleverest student in the class.

- of when the comparison is with similar elements or
with a period of time
He is the youngest of the three brothers.
It was the most beautiful experience of my life.

£ wsp.4

1 Write the comparative and the superlative
form of these adjectives.

1 tall 4 poor 7 difficult 10 brave
2 short 5 beautiful 8 intelligent 11 pretty
3 strong 6 interesting 9 large 12 ugly

1 tall - taller — tallest

2 Complete the sentences with the comparative
form of the adjectives in brackets.

1 Tigers run than dogs. (fast)

2 His watch is than yours. (cheap)

3 Is Australia than Germany in
summer? (cold)

4 Derek's science exam was than
his maths exam. (difficult)

5 | think geography is than

history. (interesting)
6 This clown is
(funny)

than that clown.

Flash on Grammar

3 Underline the correct word in each sentence.

Hurwg Bigt

1 Harry is richer/more rich than Bill.
2 Harry is handsomest/more handsome
than Bill.
3 Bill is a better driver than/as Harry.
4 Harry's car is most/more expensive than Bill’s.

5 Harry wears more trendy clothes than/that Bill.

4 Write questions with the superlative.

—

which / rich / country / world?

Which is the richest country in the world?
which / short / day / year?

who / handsome / man / world?

which / high / mountain / world?

who / rich / man / world?

which / sad / experience / your life?

o O wN

5 Write an answer to the questions in exercise 4.

I think Luxembourg is the richest country in
the world!

as + adjective + as and less

®» To compare two elements that are equal we use
as + adjective + as.
The film is as exciting as the book.

» To compare two elements we can use less +
adjective + than or we can also use not as +
adjective + as with a similar meaning.
Cricket is less popular than football.

Cricket is not as popular as football.

£l weps

6 Compare the north and south of your country,
using the prompts.

1 countryside / green
2 weather / cold

3 weather / rainy

4 life / expensive

5 cities / dangerous

B



Flash on Skills

The smallest states

Before you read

1 Look at the map. Can you identify the three

places marked with flags? Which are their
neighbouring countries?

Reading

2 Now read the text and match the flags to
the countries in exercise 1.

Vatican City

With an area of just 0.44 km? and a population of 829 people, Vatican City
is the smallest independent country in Europe, smaller than other sovereign
states like San Marino, Liechtenstein, Andorra and Monaco. The state is on
Vatican Hill in the central part of Rome, a few hundred metres from the
river Tiber. In 1859 the papal states covered an area of 44,030 km? but
now there is only the tiny Vatican. During the period of Italian unification
most of them became part of Italy, but the Lateran Treaty of 1929, between
the Vatican and the kingdom of Italy, established the autonomy of the

‘Holy See’ or Vatican City.

The ltalian police force doesn't operate inside the Vatican, the Pope’s
private police force — ‘The Swiss Guard' - protects him and the Vatican.
The Vatican has also got its own yellow and white flag.

!Q‘

Mediterranean Sea

San Marino (also called the Most Serene Republic of San
Marino), on the north-east coast of Italy, is an independent
republic between the regions of Emilia Romagna and The
Marche. It is the third smallest country in Europe (only the
Vatican City and Monaco are smaller) and has a smaller
population than Monaco but a larger population than Vatican
City. San Marino is the oldest republic in the world (it dates
from 801 AD) and it has the oldest constitution (from 1600).
The area is mountainous and the republic’s highest mountain
Monte Titano is a dramatic 749 metres above sea level.
Tourism is San Marino’s biggest industry, with more than

3 million visitors every year. It has its own blue and white flag.

Monaco

Monaco is a small monarchy in southern Europe, on
the Cote d'Azur in France. The royal family, the
Grimaldi, originally came from Genoa. Its nearest
neighbour is France and it is about 16 km fram ltaly.
It has an area of less than 2 km® and a population of
about 33,000. It takes less than an hour to walk from
one end of the country to the other!

Monaco is the world's smallest French-speaking
country but there are also many English and ltalian
speakers there. It is famous for its Formula 1 Grand
Prix, one of the oldest car races in the world, its large
marina, its casinos and hotels and its glamorous
royal family. Monaco has a red and white flag.

3 Read the text again and write the name of the
country next to the sentences.

It's the smallest country in Europe.

2 It has got a larger population
than Vatican City but a smaller
population than Monaco.

3 Its highest mountain is
Monte Titano.

4 1t hosts a famous sports event
each year.

5 It is inside another capital city.

6

7

—_

It has got its own police force.
The people there speak French,
Italian and English.

8 It is the oldest republic in the world.

STUDY SKILLS
Reading for specific information

When you are reading to find out specific information
like numbers or names, there are some techniques
which can help you identify the information you need.

®» Underline the numbers or names in the questions
to focus on them clearly.

Look for clues about the type of information you
are looking for: are they written like dates, prices
or percentages? Have they got capital letters like
proper names?

Think of other vocabulary that could be associated
with the words. For example, if they look like
prices, associated words could be ‘money’, ‘cost’,
‘pay’, ‘spend’, etc.

4 Find these numbers in the text. What do they

refer to?
a 33,000 d 1600
b 1929 e 749
c 0.44

Listening

5 109 Listen to two teenagers talking
about their countries. Write the speakers’
names under the photos.

CLIL

109 Listen again and complete the
chart. (v) (Some may be about both places).

The Bahamas | Canada

(&)

7
8

It's a very quiet place.

The people are friendly.
It doesn't often rain there.
It's a rich country.

It's one of the richest
countries in the world.

It's one of the world’s
happiest countries.

It's cheaper than the USA.

It's a safe country.

Writing

7

Choose one of the countries below and find out
some information about it. Make notes under
the headings below. Use your notes to write

a short fact file about the country. Use the
texts in exercise 2 as models.

» the location

» the country’s neighbours

® its population

® the language(s) they speak there
® why it is famous

Speaking

Work in pairs. Prepare some questions to ask
your partner to find out about the country
he/she chose in exercise 7. Can you guess
which country it is? Now swap roles.

5



