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What kind of a country is China?

China is the world’s most populous country. The largest ethnic
group in China is the Han Chinese (3X1&). Chinese is also called
Hanyl (X&) because it is used by the Han Chinese. Chinese
characters are ideograms where each character has a specific
meaning and unique sound. The English language can be written as it
is pronounced, but the Chinese language is composed of characters,
meaning, and sounds - that’s why there are a lot of Chinese characters

sharing the same sound. Pronunciation is very important in Chinese.

How do I read Chinese?

Chinese pronunciation is represented by the
“Hanyu Pinyin” system.

It refers to the use of Roman characters to
indicate the pronunciation of Chinese, but you

should note that using Raman characters does not

mean that they are read like English. Let’s read

the following pronunciation.

€) Initial: A Chinese Initial can be a consonant in English. It only refers to the 1st consonant.

@) Final: A Chinese Final can also be called a vowel in English. Chinese only consists of an Initial + a Final.
The Chinese ending sounds “n”, “ng” correspond with Finals.

€) Tone: It is the use of pitch that distinguishes the words, which is one very different aspect of Chinese.
There are 4 tones in all, and tones play a very important role in distinguishing the meanings, so you

should learn them well.

tone tone tone tone




€» Simplified Chinese Characters ({£%): Chinese characters currently used in
China are different from those generally used in Korea or Japan. They are a
simplified version of the original Chinese characters (8{45: Traditional Chinese
Character).

€) Hanyu Pinyin: It is a notation style that describes-the pronunciation of Chinese
using the Roman Alphabet. There are also rules for the notation of Hanyu Pinyin.
Generally, when you begin a sentence, the 1st letter should be capitalized, and

there should be a space between each word.

Traditional
Chinese

o Tone mark position: Tones in Chinese get the marks in the order of a >0, e >

({8

i, u, 0. If “i” and “u” are together, the latter vowel will get the tone mark. When i
gets the tone mark, the dot above is omitted.

@ da: big/large dou: all, ji(i: nine, didi: little borther

@ zi: letter, chi: to eat/ ji: how many, gi- seven

€) U : When “U4” comes after “j, g, x”,the two dots above are omitted and it is

LU

pronounced “ii.

@ juzi: orange, qu: to go

Studem‘ Book
+ Workbook

PREERIE IR + 1M 1

Changjae Lee * Jiyeon Kim * Qi Zhang
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