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Preface

China’s reach is now so vast that it is no longer necessary to stress its importance. China is no
more a mere option but has become essential for a country’s growth.

Based on the achievements of continuous reforms and opening up, China has become a
bonafide economic powerhouse, and naturally, its international political standing has also
risen, thus becoming a global leader, standing abreast with the United States. China is both an
opportunity and a challenge for those who are facing such huge political and economic realities.

What lies ahead now is how to turn China into a land of opportunity. For that purpose, of
course, a basic understanding of China is a prerequisite. The most important thing when
understanding a nation is to first understand its language since language contains the thoughts
and culture of a nation or a race. '

It is desirable to start learning a second language as soon as one’s native language system is
established, unless he or she has a chance to live in that country. This book is the first step in
understanding China and is a must-have item to learn the Chinese language for juniors, who
will become the pillars of society in the future. The authors of this book were students of the
Graduate School of Interpretation & Translation (GSIT) of Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
(HUFS) at the time of writing, each of whom wrote based on their valuable experiences and rich
linguistic knowledge gained through private lessons for children and lectures in middle schools
and private institutions. This book will be a particularly excellent guide for learners who are new
to Chinese as it is designed to stimulate interest in the Chinese language through realistic and
lively content and themes.

We have no doubt that this book, filled with the sincerity of many people, will contribute
to positive exchanges with China in the future and also hope that it will be an opportunity for
many children and students who want to learn Chinese to become acquainted with the Chinese
language.

Professor Kang Jun-young,
Department of Chinese Interpretation and Translation, HUFS

Structure of this Book

Although this book is aimed for a younger audience (elementary or middle school students), it is equipped
with famiiliar subjects, fun and realistic illustrations, and games for anyone who wants to learn Chinese and
to approach the Chinese language in an easy and fun way. This book is structured as follows:

Main Text

This book is composed of interesting illustrations to learn Chinese
step by step through various situations commonly encountered in
school orin daily life.

Listening Speaking
= o i
o i A s st i g - a
M o R =
2 -:'g . Ll r
O w9
o= R,
This is the part where you Through fun exercises and
can check the expressions activities, you will retain
learned from the Main Text, language knowledge by talking
Explanation, and Further about yourself.
Study section by listening to
native pronunciation.

The Main Text, Explanation, Further Study, Listening, Song/Chant, and

vocabulary are all included.

The content is explained in more detail with example sentences for
intensive practice. If you listen and repeat the expressions over and
over, you will find yourself speaking Chinese naturally.

Song / Chant

This sectionis designedtohave ~ Whatkind of country is our

students take a break from neighbor China? This section

learningtosingalongtoasong  will help you understand the

or chant to an exciting beat. parts of Chinese culture we are
most curious about.
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. Explanation ]
- w3 f
Common greetings !
| - MRt ABT?

An expression to ask for someone’s name, .

Further Study

.ml

Ways of greeting vary depending on the other
person or situation, such as i 19! / B2 L85! /
KEYF! [ EInGF!

Explanation

- IREWIL? :

Ego

- fla7Ep)L?

Respond by saying, “fh#E#hSI2E,”

An expression to ask where someone is. ;
fEtobein (at) / RTE tobenotin (at) i

Further Study

« 3L 7 BRIL 7 BRIL

here / there / where

{FoF! which is answered with, “Eg LB, ” . RS

MY to be called... . f&isan honorific for f.
24 what (interrogative)

- BESEA - {REWEA?

,  REtobe./F=Etobenot.. i Bwhich...

2] - - (RREEAL? - BEA
(FESEAM? | "Scomesattheendofasentencetomake name of country + A citizen of... (country)
B | aninterrogative sentence. FHELA Korean /RELA Chinese
| £[E A American/ B2 A Japanese

fFRE/LAA?

- ReERE.

- WENS?

An expression to ask for the time

* mﬁﬂo i

+ Reading the time

& hour / 43 minute (two o’clock is “F3,”

- fREAENOA?

An expression used when asking how many :
peopleareinafamily, “8” means “tohave” |
and “J1” means “how many” '
%74 tobe not (when negating “%&,” add “3&” before‘:
it.) !

+ Learn numbers from 1to 10

0 ; not “”s")
¥ | HR-IE Let's hurry Up to... £ ... (minutes) to ... (hour) / ZlI 15 minutes /
MENS? ! T 230 minutes
- IR, PUZETEIS? - - {RNERIESHRSN?
An expression to ask whether someoneisin, |  Expressions for asking fora phone number
0 . Whenthe person is in, respond toit by Saying, i . Expressions frequently used onthe
“BIAE," and when not, respond with, “FIAZ phone
b=, 154! o In a phone number, 1 reads as “yGo” and 0

* HJL{:

ZRHZ?

- A

X refersto a nearby object / BF refers to
adistant object.

. RBRNE, 5

B9 of... (possession)

| RmimoRE?

i who

s Learning the names of things

- {RIB?
/g What about...?

- {RSEBKT?

An expression to ask for one’s age. To a child, ask,

E reads as “ling.”
—%£),a moment, a while :
|+ REHA?. © + Reading monetary amounts
' Ewant, need | Chinese monetary unitsinclude “4&"“E,” and “%.”
0] « Classifier L R=10E=1005

B05%?

An appropriate classifier should be used

]

[{ = ]

E - RE+=57T, "fﬂ?"—?ﬁf’l’.y T? ”andtoanadult, ask, “1&% X
RSEBKT? | thaso ! #2777

: |+ Counting numbers over 10

- SKOANRS, - Reading dates and the days of the week

SENANS? |

- SKEMN?

When reading the date, & is usually omitted.
A month /S date :

An expression to ask for the day of the week. .
Respond by saying, “SX £ F.” ;

28—/ EH_ | BRA= / 2/ B8R /
S/ BRER

" - Time-related expressions

K the day before yesterday / FEX yesterday /
%X today B3 tomorrow / [5% the day after
tomorrow

depending on the object. © Beaware of the use of “F§” instead of “—.
J | B/ FRFR(FHTA
- (REMRI+A? \ « Colors
E like | Ee/4e/pe/Re /e /XEe/
M) - REWRH LR E? . ERB/RE/RE/ R/ REE/RE
Respond by saying, “BEIREE,” and o YREWREHA?

(REMtA?

practice by replacing “Bf8” with other colors. ;

Respond by saying, “BRENE B,

fRICF?

| KIFT. |

- fRICRIT?

Interrogative sentences can be made with '

WAL |

X~T ltistoo...

B%E | 27 & Aninterrogative sentence
consisting of the “positive + negative” form.

- IBfiT—REEEE,

MBI 12 ~ P8 Let's... together
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O fREHEXID?
« &can /A& cannot
- —mJ L3 +negatives not at all, never
+ RF & Canyou...?

* Sports iiFk/ B5ER / FUER / #BIR / HFER / BEK /

[ 3

X\

| @)iEin), WERIEEAE?

|« BAFE? Howcanlgetthere?

'+ B be far away from

| + Expressions indicating direction #iji5 /&5 / LT/ 2
4 TR

Content of Way to Go! Junior Chinese ©®

O frigLaMtH23L1?

- £8 to give (sth) to (sb) 1844 / {548 / =44
« Z+verb to goto... (do sth)

i

e

D RRELXLE!
+ —ARiB no sooner had Athan B

+ « BRI AWM, &/t~ other than/along with A, ...also do B

- Saying goodbye |+ Idioms (RXiB) BFEME [ 34345 | NBR/K/ SRTHE
© + 3R until now, up to now
|« IBAIXA Whata...! How...! (exclamation)

O ERET O BRRRIRLHF

- 3R0% 8% complements the result of the movement after
3 (result complement)

VT [ 1% [ Dz | T | BE /IRE JURE [ $E

| - E8 can see | BAM cannot see (potential complement)
L - verbHES /AT

|+ jill~ @~ the more..., the more...

EB3K/ PIEK [ BE/ B + Expressions used when asking for and giving directions
O IREMHA? () FETLL#HZET?
- Btobegoingto - may / REIRL(FR{T) may not
- JAARI right? « + IEZE~R in the middle of (doing sth)
* M8 to not want to do |+ ARG May I...?
- LIS after - - #E 7 #Etogoin/tocomein
€ BB R, | © fRBBLLIRR,

- 18 towantto do/F48 to not wanttodo
« B9 of (prepositions of possession)
- Expressions about taste & / % /88 / Bl / 2 / rfl

| - AttB+adjective Ais more... than B

. - AtkB+adjective + quantity Ais (more)... than B (quantity)
|« FBBE, | am not taller than him.

. 3B4#)L That'sright.

- Z atlast..., finally... ' Comparison between degree complements and
- R~T to be about to do sth ' potential complements

O RIFERRE! O 15 LFEFAR?
+ ZRAZFB neither A nor B (appropriate) - Bigasif

- 8@l alittle, a bit

| - Symptoms SkeE /BT | EIAST/ £H8 /BN | BT
' Prescriptions$T5t /1525 /41508 | BIER | B | (25

O BPRESELH?

- Weather expressions 5%/ X / &/ T/ /&KX, /
BE BN/ HRRR) 2

+ Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 5% / EX / #/K /&%

- Bl Do not...

D (REARREFRBERIRR?
' 8E can / A°8E cannot

« MA FIB fromAtoB

| = BtA? Why?

.« B8 but, however

- Expressions of opposition

- Blessings {1~ .+ Comparing 7 and
O Rz R ERFI5? (D RS HA?

- verb+iT (experienced action) | - ASiEBeitherAor B

- {®+verb+iT (non-experienced action) .« RE~F/Hh regardless of

- J05R~, W~ If (subjunctive mood)
« EXR2S similar, no difference
- AfRB—HFE Aisthe sameasB.

- Various Occupations 21 | =18 | B4 | B4 | 8/
REERR [ B8R [ g B R
|+ 2 to be (doing sth) (progressive)

O iBFEHE—T) L.

» Expressions using “i&"
+ =)L to try (doing sth)

() IR LORHETH4?

- BHEHER~, BHIEHR~ sometimes, at times
« 7T inorder to, for the purpose of

O igmEH?
- Bi18 to feel, to consider
- BBSIR to run fast (degree complement)

« HOEFFNFN? / EEEFRN.
« ~f81R severely, seriously

Q) BBRIFITE M 42
|« ¥I&toplan

« X again, once more
- 8IR every time, whenever
+ AE~ME nothing but, only

* A need not |+ BE~, Z~Itis... only when, only if
: « ik to let (sb do sth), to make (sb do sth)
O R &R TERETR/H? D RETRSE.
« AR BAorB? + 810 (sh)

« f+4B3H& when, what time
+ UfFifd to hear (sth said)
- BBRA~IE Let’s...

- EB totakealook at sth

|+ Add “i& ()" before the indefinite verb of I (past tense),
andomit 7.

- verb +3+ (object) + }&%? Didyou...?

I
I
I
I
1
I
I
U
I
1
1
!
I
I
1
1
1

O, TRKRT,

« ARA, G2~ ItisA, but...

« XAMBbothAand B

« IB/38? How much is this? (how to sellit)

- $7)\37 20% off (discount)

+ Expressions frequently used when buying things

(D REIEH Y, TRERF.

+ RB~, fiB~ not only..., but also

- RZ~, MR~ not... but

- 7R Expressions to refer to various objects and food
- Expressions frequently used for the New Year
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Name: Mina

Age: 13 yearsold
Nationality: Korean
Gender: Female
Hobby: Making friends

Personality: She’s bright and cheerful, and
easily gets along with anyone.
She’s a girl who likes Chinese
and is very interested in Chinese
culture.

Name: Along
Age: 13yearsold

Nationality: Chinese
Gender: Male
Hobby: Listening to music

Personality: He likes to exercise and likes to
help others, which makes him
very popular among his friends.

He helps Mina a lot.

Name: Minju

Age: 13 yearsold

Nationality: Korean

Gender: Female

Hobby: Reading

Personality: She is Mina’s best friend and has
a gentle and kind personality.
Shealso likes to read and knows

a lot, considered to be a walking
encyclopedia among her friends.

_‘,.—1_—;:.3_
” _E.‘ﬁ; m » .'—.;%:'Q‘, 22 Y
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What is Chinése?

How to say Chinese in Chinese?

China is a multi-ethnic country that consists of 56 ethnic groups. Among them, the Hanzu ({3,
Han people) accounts for 94% of the population of China, and the remaining 55 are ethnic minorities.
Accordingly, the language spoken by the Hanzu, who make up the majority of the population, became the
standard language, and it came to be called “Hanytl (JX}&, the language of the Han people).” Foreigners also
call it “Zhdnggudhua (R EIE).”

Chinese characters - Hanzi (X5F)

Hanzi is an ideograph. Characters do not stand for sounds but instead represent an idea. Therefore,
for the word “/K,” although we may not be able to pronounce it, we understand its meaning to be “tree.”
Chinese characters used in several Asian countries, and those used in China have different shapes because
the Chinese use Jidntizi (fa{£57, Simplified Chinese characters) for easy and convenient modification of the
complex strokes of Fantizi (#{45, Standard Chinese). However, Taiwan and Hong Kong still use Standard

Chinese. That is, Jiantizi is a simplified version of Féantizi.

Pronunciation and Tones

The pronunciation of the Chinese language we are learning is written in “Hanyti Pinyin ({U&#H&, Chinese
phonetic alphabet, Chinese Pinyin).” It is the Romanized spelling of the Chinese characters. And in Chinese,

every character has a pitch, which is called “Shéngdiao (%, tone)” There are four tones in Chinese.

Are you sure it’s Chinese?

Each province in China has its own dialect called “Fangydn (75).” The Chinese dialects are so strong that
sometimes people from different regions cannot communicate with each other at all.
So the Chinese government promotes the learning of Putonghua (i@i#), the official language of China in

addition to their dialects. The Chinese language we are currently learning now is Putonghua.

Word order in Chinese

One of the biggest differences between Korean, Japanese, and Chinese languages is the word order.

Unlike Korean and Japanese, the basic word order in Chinese is “subject + predicate + object.”

11
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e /—\-\\
What is Shéngdido (FifF)? &

Shéngdidao (tone)
Shéngdiao refers to the pitch of a syllable, which consists of four tones, so even words with the same
pronunciation have different meanings depending on the tone.

5 B———f

>
" TheFirst 4 ba R number 8 Bl *Q{;
) ‘ . :O-
Ton? 5 / 3 WU E house \g- :6_
2 06 - . '*'.
A <. oW
. . " &
(Thesecond - / ba K  topul ba

S e wu I to not have

The Third i bd i  tocatch

fone wil = to dance

dad baba
fog

4 b
The Fourth ba
Tone Wil

e

5]

Neutral Tone (B7E)

It refers to a syllable pronounced lightly and shortly regardless of its original tone. No tone mark is applied.

3 3 3 &
2 & 2 2 2
1 1 1 \—— 1 ]
gége yéye jigjie meimei
S} EF elder brother 3595 grandpa YHYH eldersister K3k younger sister

1st tone + Neutral tone 2nd tone + Neutral tone 3rd tone + Neuiral tone 4th tone + Neutral tone

How Tones are Marked

The tone marks are marked as follows, and must be placed over the Chinese finals.

1sttone=— 2ndtone « 3rdtone w 4th tone -

When there’s “0,” put the mark over the “0.” - bao, nidn
If there isno “0),” put the mark over the “O” or “€.” - xié, gud
If there isa “I” and “II” in one word, the mark is placed over the second final. - lii, shui

When marking the tones over the “I,” replace the dot over “/” with the tone mark. - qi

a>0,e>i,u,l

Tones requiring attention

® “—” and “I” change to the 4th tone when placed before a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd tone, and change to the 2nd tone
before a 4th tone.

‘F +1sttone  RI§ bl he
‘K +2ndtone  FFE bl lai
‘R’ +3rdtone A bl hdo
‘R +4thtone  FF b lei

‘“—+1sttone —X yitidn
‘—’ . 2ndtone —%  yinién
‘—'+3rdtone  —i2 vyig

‘—’+4thtone  —fF  yijian

@ When two 3rd tones are next to each other, the preceding 3rd tone is pronounced as a 2nd tone. However,
the mark remains the same.

» Marking Pronunciation
fR&F  nihdo - ni hdo
3rd 3rd 2nd 3rd

@ A 3rd tone is pronounced as a half 3rd tone before 1st, 2nd, and 4th tones.

3rd + 1st Zm |Gosht
3rd + 2nd PIEK wangqid
3rd + 4th Bl /R kéle

13



||
| 4 VN /\
C h inese * Chinese Initials correspond with many English consonants. m

Initials
bo po mo fo

These are pronounced by putting the lower and upper lips together and then releasing them to make the sound.
“fo” is pronounced by putting the upper teeth on the lower lip and then forcing air through the narrow gap,
like the “f” sound in English.

bolud pinggud maoyt feijt

S pineapple 3R apple FE7X sweater “k#/ airplane

de te ne |le

These are pronounced by touching the tip of the tongue on the back of the upper gums and then releasing it.

\
,,i.':je @

P V-~
dongtian thzi nianai
2K winter R rabbit 4471 milk

ge ke he

These are pronounced by scrunching the back of the tongue (part closest to the throat) to block
the throat and then releasing it.
S -

Y

oL

ganmao kafei héuzi
RE cold DINEE coffee H&F monkey
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jidan giaokeli xiangshui

B egg 155377 chocolate &K perfume

zhi chi shi ri

These are pronounced by curling the tongue to almost touch the roof of the mouth, and breathing
air through the gap.

zhu chantian shoutao re
¥ pig HX spring FE gloves # hot

zi ci s

They are pronounced by touching the tip of the tongue to the back of the upper gums.

zazhi cdomeéi
B3 strawberry

sanmingzhi
=BH& sandwich

ZrE magazine
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Ch|ne,se | * Chinese Finals correspond with many English vowels. .B
Finals
. e - H A L _rEh m
a ai hai ye sea iang yuélong A= moon
; _ in in #i  bottle
itispronouncedbysaying =~ 4O MAO It cat s g p_ : 8 e b
o?ln‘jwthmemouth wide an yt]Sén ﬁ§$ . IOI‘Ig Xiong € ear
ang tang 5§  toliedown
va hua %  flower
‘ u U0  dud %  many
O _,I Itis pronounced by pursing uai kudi B fast
ou  kouhong FILT  lipstick b= thelipsinaroundshapeand  yj  shuijigo  BEDE  tosleep
iti iy g | 3 : - - pushing them forward to say : 5
ﬁ::&rg::hu:;camumﬁg;geg ong kongqué FL# peacock ' Eo%ﬂuii&f.pr'olngunced'likea van  luan Z.  confused Al
CNp T ] uelj, an un|5pr0n°unce Jo A i -
and saying “oh. - ke ienlin English, un  jiéhin 458 tomarry
kduhéng f g
__________ - vang hudngsé HE& yellow :
veng weng &  jar o

e

Itis pronounced by opening ~ ©1 meigui I rose

the mouth slightly and . N
pushing the tongue to the en men I'] door u
s o L ) ~eng fén X wind r o s
eiis pronounced like fer]in e g g H : e & Itis pronounced by saying ue Xuexli $ >] to StUdy
English. j meigut “eeh” with the mouth shaped - e !
| | omdkea‘wssund UM Qunzi  #EF skirt
without changingtheshape = {j s s :
of thelips. ian is pronounced o Jren Bl hospital
z : like [wxen] in English.
I ia  jia Z  house
L] .8 3 :EE :
Itis pronounced by : @0 pidoliang &% pretty : - ._
stetchingthemouthtothe  j@  jicjie 9HIE  eldersister er ?
sidesand saying “eh” longer. | N 5 . &
iuis pronounced likefiou], U niu o cow itis pronounced by curling (iq J
‘andianis pronounced like . ' i ; ¥ n ay /
il i ANNG e pthetongueandsaying ~ @F  érduo  HZ  ear -
lien]in English. : fan  dianndo  FEf%  computer dianndo “err,” while making sure that - --
in jin £ gold ; | the tip of the tongue does not &rdiio

touch the roof of your mouth.



e mHEH

Meéina NI hao!
i AREF
Aléng Ni hdo!
2z R ALK LEF?
Méina Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
E 2T L,

W3 jido Aléng.

\ \

' {Rni you
. ¥¥ hdo good

. Y jigo to call (name)
. 4 shénme what

E B mingzi name



] Nihgo!

It means “Hi,” or “Hello” and can be used anytime, anywhere. When greeted with “Ni héo!” one
can respond with “Ni hdo!” as well, and friends simply say “Héo!” to greet each other.

9 Nijiao shénme mingzi?

It means “What’s your name?” It is an expression used when asking for

afriend’s name. T —
_ “Along” with the
A Ni jido shénme mingzi? What's your name? following names.
5 W6 jido Along. My name is Along.

/
Méina Zhéxiu Minzhu
Mina Cheolsu Minju

20 G5

Nin hao! Nimen hao! Zaoshang hdo!
Hello! Hi, everyone! Good morning!

Daijia hao! Laosht hdo!
Hello, everyone! Hello, teacher!

2 Nin gui xing?

When asking an adult, you would ask, “Nin gui xing?,” which means “May | ask your name?” “Nin”
is an honorific for “Ni.”

A Nin gui xing? May I ask your name?

% WO xing Jin, mingzi jido Zhéntai. My surname is Jin, and my name is Jintae.
i & nin you KZ dgjia everyone, everybody ¥ xing last name, surname |
. {1 nimen you (plural) M I5oshi teacher :
+ Bk zGoshang morning B gui an expression of respect :

\ *
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~ Minzhd!
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8 | Zhéxid!
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A NI hao!

& Nin hao!

& Practice asking and answering names in the two ways, and learn the names of
friends and teachers.

1 Ask your friends’ names as shown in the picture below and write them in the box.

4 Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

& WO jido Zhiying.

2 Ask your friends’ and teacher’s names as shown in the picture below and write them in
the box.

A Nin gui xing?

& WO xing Jin, mingzi jiao Zhéental,

€D 23
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It'slikeasongl AR -3

Ni hdo! Ni hdo! Ni jido shénme mingzi?
Ni hdo! Ni hdo! W6 jiao Aléng .

Ni hdo! Ni hdo! Ni jido shénme mingzi?
Ni hao! Ni hdo! W6 jiao Méina .

Hello! Hello! What’s your name?

Hello! Hello! My name is Along.

Hello! Hello! What’s your name?

Hello! Hello! My name is Mina.

Listen to Chinese people have a conversation. It sounds like singing due to the tones, and
*k Sing it again with your friends using their names. sometimes even like fighting because their voices are so loud. In the Chinese language, every

character has a pitch, and these rise and fall when they are spoken.

This is called “7 (tones)” in the Chinese language. There are four tones in Chinese. The First
Tone is slightly elongated at the higtrest pitch (sol). The Second Tone begins at a middle pitch
(mi) before rising up to the highest pitch (sol). The Third Tone is sounded at a low pitch (re)
then dips down to the lowest pitch (do) before rising up to a higher pitch (fa). And the Fourth
Tone is pronounced at the highest pitch (sol) then descending to the lowest pitch (do). Although
pronunciations may be the same, a different tone creates a different meaning, so it is necessary to
pronounce it out loud and accurately.
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