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8 9Unit 1 Happy New Year Unit 1 Happy New Year

B	 Listen, read, and say.SPEAKING 1SPEAKING 1

A	 Label the pictures and say. Use these phrases:

spend time with relatives clean the house have a water fight

give food to monks set off firecrackers

pay respect to older relatives get money in red envelopes

make a sand pagodawatch the lion dance

Jenny:	 Do you celebrate Thai New Year?

David: 	 Yes, I do.

Jenny: 	How do you celebrate it?

David: 	 I go to the temple and have a water f ight 

		  at Khaosan Road. How about you?

Jenny: 	 I go to the temple and  

		  make a sand pagoda.

David: 	 That’s amazing! 

Joe:	 Do you celebrate Chinese New Year?

Leena: 	Yes, I do.

Joe: 	 How do you celebrate it?

Leena: 	My family and I go to Chinese temples 	in Yaowarat  

		  and watch the lion dance. How about you?

Joe: 	 My family and I clean our house  

		  and then go to my grandparents’ home  

		  to spend time with my relatives.

Leena: 	That’s great!

Remember

Thai New Year  =  Songkran Festival
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A	 Listen, read, and say.

B	 Ask and answer the questions with your friends.

SPEAKING 2SPEAKING 2
C	 Ask and answer the questions with your friends.

A:	 Do you celebrate  New Year?

B:	 .

A:	 How do you celebrate it?

B:	 I . How about you?

A:	 I .

B:	 That’s amazing!

A:	 Hi, . How was your Songkran?

B:	 It was great.

A:	 What did you do?

B:	 I . How about you?

A:	 I .

B:	 That sounds good!

A:	 Yes! I love Songkran!

Mark:	 Hi, Lily. How was your Songkran?

Lily:	 It was great.

Mark:	 What did you do?

Lily:	 I spent time with my family. In the morning,  

	 we gave food to monks. Then, I paid respect  

	 to my grandparents, and we ate  

	 lots of food together. How about you?

Mark:	 I spent time with my family too.  

	 We went to the temple and  

	 made a sand pagoda. Then, we had  

	 a big water fight with everyone in town.  

	 It was so much fun!

Lily:	 That sounds good!

Mark: 	 Yes! I love Songkran!
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Sing together.

The children in the street  they run and shout.
Run and shout  run and shout.

The children in the street  they run and shout.
Three days long!

The water in the street goes splish  splash  splosh.
Splish  splash  splosh. Splish  splash  splosh.

The water in the street goes splish  splash  splosh.
Three days long!

The people in the street  they smile and laugh.
Smile and laugh  smile and laugh.

The people in the street  they smile and laugh.
Three days long!

SINGINGSINGING

A	 Read and say.

B	 Ask and answer the questions with your friends.

UNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDING

Nina:	 Where did you go on Thai New Year?

Jake: 	 I went to Khaosan Road.

Nina: 	Great! What did you do for Thai New Year?

Jake: 	 I gave food to monks and had a water fight  

	 with lots of other people.

Nina: 	That’s amazing!

Where did she go on Thai New Year?

What did she do for Thai New Year?

She went to the temple.

She made a sand pagoda.

Where?

What?
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LEARNING FOCUSLEARNING FOCUS

Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival,   

is celebrated every year by Chinese people all over 

the world. It starts at the end of January or  

in February, depending on the lunar calendar,  

and the celebration lasts for fifteen days!

Before New Year,  people clean their houses  

to sweep away bad luck. Then, on New Year’s Eve,  

all the doors and windows in the house are opened  

to let the old year leave. Chinese people also have  

a big reunion dinner with all their relatives on  

this day.

READINGREADING

Where did she go on Thai New Year?

Where did they go on Thai New Year?

What did she do on Thai New Year?

What did they do on Thai New Year?

She went to Khaosan Road.

They went to the temple.

She gave food to monks.

They spent time with relatives.

Language NoteLanguage Note

clean the house

get money in red envelopes

give food to monks

have a water f ight

make a sand pagoda

pay respect to older relatives

set off f irecrackers

spend time with relatives

watch the lion dance

clean

get

give

have

make

pay

set off

spend

watch

cleaned

got

gave

had

made

paid

set off

spent

watched

Activities Present - Past Verbs

Do you celebrate Thai New Year?

Yes, I do.  / No, I don’t.

How do you celebrate it?

I go to the temple.

How was your Songkran?

It was great.

What did you do?

I spent time with my family.

During Chinese New Year,  people  set off  

firecrackers to scare away evil spirits.  

They go to Chinese temples to pray  

and burn incense sticks. They also  

exchange gifts, including money in red 

envelopes.

The most famous part of the festival  

is the lion dance, which brings good luck.  

The celebrations end on the 15th day  

with the Lantern Festival when people  

carry lanterns in a parade at night.

A	 Read.

Chinese New YearChinese New Year
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A	 Listen and tick (✓) the activities you hear.

B	 Answer the questions.

	 1		 What is Chinese New Year also known as? 
			  	  		

	 2		 When does it start? 

			  	  		

	 3		 How long does it last? 

			  	  		

	 4		 Why do people clean their houses before New Year? 

			  	  		

	 5		 What do people have on New Year’s Eve? 

			  	  		

	 6		 Why do people set off firecrackers? 

			  	  		

	 7		 What do people exchange? 

			  	  		

	 8		 What is the lion dance for? 

			  	  		

	 9		 When do the celebrations end? 

			  	  		

	 10		 How do the celebrations end? 
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B	 Listen and write the missing activities.

In the morning on the next day, I 	                              with my family.  

We prayed to the Buddha and 	                          .  

Then, in the afternoon, we went into town and 	         	                     with  

lots of other people.  It was fun but tiring. I was happy 	                               

at the end of the day.

A	 Say the sound.

B	 Say the words.

sp-  sp-  sp-  sp-  sp-  sp-

spend

speak

spider

spring

spoon

sponge

SOUNDSOUND
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Write the missing words. Use these words:

WRITINGWRITING

Play ‘What did you do last Songkran?’ with your friends.

Do the actions!

PLAYINGPLAYING

Spring (x2) special (x2)

speaking

spend (x2)

spirits respect

The   Spring Festival

In China, we call our New Year celebrations  

the  Festival.  

It is my favourite time of year because I get to 

 a lot of time with my family.

On New Year’s Eve, everyone in my family  

gets together for a  dinner.  

We eat a lot and have a great time! 

On New Year’s Day,  we set off f irecrackers  

to scare away evil .  

We always pay   

to our grandparents on New Year’s Day  

and I  a lot of time  

 to them.  

Another reason I like the  Festival  

is because I always get   

new clothes to wear.

Play again with different New Year activities!

What did you do last Songkran?

What did you do last Songkran?

I spent time with my relatives.

I gave food to monks.

Did you eat lots of food?

Did you clean the house?

Yes, I did.

No, I didn’t.
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a.	 What did you do for Chinese New Year?

b. 	 Where did you go on Chinese New Year?

c. 	 How do you celebrate Chinese New Year?

d. 	 What’s the difference between Thai and Chinese New Year?	

a.	 get money 		  b.	 got money

c. 	 spend money	 d.	 spent money	

a.	 get respect		  b.	 got respect   

c.	 pay respect  	 d.	 paid respect

A	 Choose the best answers to f ill in the blanks.

B	 Fill in the blanks with the correct phrases.

EXCELLENT!EXCELLENT!

2

1

3

Pang:	    on Songkran Day?

Amm:	 I went to the temple to give food to monks.

a.	 How do you do	 b. 	 What did you go 

c.	 Where did you go	 d.	 How do you celebrate

Nick:	 What did you do for Thai New Year?

Pim:		

a.	 I made a sand pagoda. 

b. 	 I make a sand pagoda. 

c. 	 I set off a sand pagoda.   

d. 	 I have a sand pagoda.

a.	 Today, I watched the lion dance on the street. 

b.	 Yesterday, I watch the lion dance on the street. 

c.	 Tomorrow, I watched the lion dance on the street. 

d. 	 Yesterday, I watched the lion dance on the street.

4

2

C	 Look at the pictures. Choose the correct answers.

have a water fight 

set off firecrackers

make a sand pagoda 

spend time with relatives

3

D	 Read the questions. Write the correct answers.

What did she do for Thai New Year?

2

1

1

3

Kla:	 (1) 	

Ming:	 I clean my house and set off firecrackers. I also (2)   

	 in red envelopes from my parents. So, what do you do for  

	 Thai New Year?

Kla:	 I (3)  to older relatives and give food to monks.

What do you do for Chinese New Year?

What did they do last Chinese New Year?

What do they do on Songkran Day?

1 32 4
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