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Do Chinese people also say “Chinese™?

There are many expressions for Chinese, but the most commonly used one is “Han-eo (JLi&),”
which means “the language spoken by the Han people (ILj#%).” China is a multi-ethnic country
with 55 ethnic minorities excluding the Han people, but the Han people make up about 94% of
the population, so the language they speak is the basis of the country’s language.

Do | need to know Chinese characters to be good at Chinese?

Not at all! In this book we’re focusing on learning Chinese words, not simply Chinese
characters. Of course, Chinese is written using Chinese characters, so people who know a lot of
Chinese characters already will understand the meaning better, but you don’t have to be scared

and apprehensive just because you don’t know Chinese characters before starting.

Are Chinese characters written the same around the world?

Currently, the Chinese characters used in China as the national characters are called simplified
characters (fii#&5%). They are written more simply with fewer strokes than the traditional
characters (Z{45%). While mainland China uses simplified characters, not all Chinese-speaking

countries/regions do. Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore use traditional characters.

What is “Hanyu Pinyin Zimu (XEHEFE)"?

Chinese is written with ideographic characters (F&3(%), which are useful for conveying
meaning visually. However, these characters have the disadvantage of not being able to express
the sounds of the words. So in 1958, China officially announced an alphabet Romanization
method that shows how to read Chinese characters. It is called “Hanyu Pinyin Zimu (JUEHFE
<4%).” There used to be something called “Zhuyin Fuhao (44 5),” which is now used only

in Taiwan (&1%). Elsewhere, in China and countries around the world, when writing Chinese

IiEE 1

names or place names, “Hanyu Pinyin Zimu,” referred to as just “Pinyin,” is used.

5 . | want to know about Chinese tones!

Chinese has tones that indicate the pitch of each syllable. There are four tones (PU7#) in total.

| /

Isttone  Maintain your pronunciation at a pitch corresponding to the sound of “sol” (G). ma
Znd tone  Pronounce it by gradually increasing the pitch from “mi” (E) to “sol” (G). ma

3rdtone  Pronounce the sound from the pitch of “re” (D) to “do” (C) and then to the
corresponding sound “fa” (F). ma

4thtone  Pronounce it by lowering the pitch sharply from “sol” (G) to “do” (C). ma

- Light tone (%)
Some syllables are pronounced weakly and briefly, which is called a light tone. The tone is not

indicated separately, and the pitch of the light tone is determined by the tone of the preceding
syllable.

1sttone + lighttone 2nd tone + light tone  3rd tone + light tone 4th tone + light tone

mama yéye jigjie didi
mother grandpa older sister younger brother

What is Chinese? 5




* Changes in tone

When reading consecutive syllables, the change in tone is called “modulation” (AB1).

(@ Modulation of 3rd tone

+ When the third tone is used in succession, the tone of the first syllable is pronounced as the second tone.

K & shuigud

WY N

« When the third tone comes before the first, second, or fourth tones, the third tone is pronounced as a half-tone.

Jb % Béijing
#& % ylydn

£ 3 tudi

Vo= = O\ -
V& SNV
VN — WN

@ Modulation of “—”

+ When “— is used alone, used in ordinal numbers, or when it comes at the end of a word, it is

read in its original tone.

F—diyi

— & yicéng 7 — wanyi

« When used in front of the fourth tone, it is pronounced as the second tone.

=G N

—#% yiyang
— & yiding

« When it comes before the first, second, or third tone, it is pronounced with the fourth tone.

-— —> N e
s o N F
AV A N ¥4

— 32 yibidn
— 2 yi nian
— ] yi lidng

(@ Modulation of “ A~

« “JR” is read as the second tone when placed in front of the fourth tone.

REn 3 FN

IF& bikan
FE buyado

6 IESGE 1

*It is read with a light tone when placed between verbs.

B — xidng yi xidng

£ R 16i bu l6i

* Writing tones

(D The tone is written above the vowel.

hé (% drink)

dd (K big)

(@ When indicating a tone above the vowel “i”, the dot above “i” is omitted and the tone is

indicated in its place.

chi@ze  ting (3 listen)

XT" quyII' (BH— MGH"faY) v

(3 Determine the order when there are two or more vowels.

« If the letter “a” is present, the tone is marked above “a”.

:mianbao (& bread), bAo (& newspaper), kudi ({5 fast)
= If “a” is absent, the tone is marked on “0” or “e”.

: ZhGngguo (& china), Dégué (i Germany)

» If“” and “u” are used in any order, the tone is placed on the last vowel.

: shuji (K water), jili (4, nine)

a>o0,e>1,u,u

6 | want to know about the syllable structure of Chinese!
L

A syllable is made of “consonant + vowel + tone.”

e > tone (F1): There are four tones.

excluding the consonant.

consonant (7 £i}): Consonants come at the beginning of Chinese syllables. There

are 21 in total, 22 if you include the zero consonant.

What is Chinese? 7



Activity Guide 2

What is Chinese? 4

Meet the Characters 10

1 AREF! Hellot 12
Ni hao!

2 HREMHEE A? Which country are you from? 20
Ni shi nd gué rén?

3 XEfA? Whatis this? 28
Zhé shi shénme?

4  PRAHEZLK? How old are you this year? 36
Ni jinnian dud da?
Tongue-twister @ O S s

5 WRAFERIAME? Do you have Chinese friends? 46
Ni ydu Zhénggubpéngyou ma?

6 JYRIBfH42 Whatwould youlike todrink? 54
Ni hé shénme?

7 WREWRH4ZEFT? Whichseasondoyoulike? 62
Ni xihuan shénme jijié?

8 KREK/EALF? Howisthe weatherz 70
Tiangi zénmeyang?

78

Tongue-twister ® . A o i o U s A Bt B

9 A XKEHJL? Whatdayis it today? = e
Jintian xingqt ji?

10 RTEBBJL? Where are you?
NI zai nér?

11 RBIFHL SR £ /7 Whatis your cell phone number?

NI de shduji haoma shi dudshdo?

12 {REAr4? Whatdoyouneedz
NI yao shénme?

Tongue-twister® .~

80

104

a2
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Chapter 1 (Units 1-4)
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Nationality:
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Conversation

Mina greets a classmate in her first language class.

R%F

Ni hdo!

R 4T |

Ni hdo!

Rt 2 % F7?

Hall Ni jido shénme mingzi?

& & R

W6 jido Jin M&ina.

| Y er S ap v

Haley : Hi!

pm————— Mina : Hi!

Haley : What is your name?

& ni you F h&o like By jigo @ call : ! Mina : I'm Mina Kim.
f+4. shénme [z what £ mingzi name £ wo el |

12 TmiEE 1 fREFt 13




B o

{/ﬁ-{ m’l /H—/Z\fg ?? What is your name?

' Nijido shénme mingzi?

| REF] Helot

Ni hao!

»

When greeting someone, you can change the object before “%F. When you ask someone’s name or introduce yourself, use “1.” You can omit “% %" and use just “#RI {4 7.

ﬁ ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ”ﬂ‘/ﬁﬁ?? What is your name?
HRAT] g f Hi, guys! NI jido shénme mingzi?
Nimen [s]
5 FRny F&71% . Mynameis Chen Long.
2 Ih Finllo, Sreacher] Wojido  Chén Léng
Ldoshi
My name is Haley.
j(% Hello, everyone! uﬁa? ‘I
B R 1 am Rika.
Lihua

For morning and evening greetings, you can add “% £ (zdoshang) / “# £" (wénshang). When you say

goodbye, you say “FFIL!” (zaijiant). , : . .
These expressions are used in order to be polite when first meeting someone.

‘‘‘‘‘ . A i surname?
ﬁ‘—%l‘,ﬁ}! (morning) Good morning! ﬁﬁ'ﬁ ?? What is your e
P Nin gui xing?
Zdoshang hao! ﬁﬂ ﬁ @
i B: My surname is “Kim.”
‘ Fy ' o s
B: E.J:'_]ﬁ} | hv(n:ommg) Good morning! Wéxing  Jin ;[‘ Chinese, honorifics are rarely used,
Z&oshang héo! _ Ny g ! h!'-:" honorific .1@' is used instead of
$ surnam . when asking about someone’s
T @ - | L name. Use the honorific “# 1o show
 BlostmictcaskSel | : Y ey respect to the elderly or someo
AL Bye! Plural pronoun 117 (men) | JH‘ My surname is “Park.” ~ are meeting for the first time. e
Zﬁi]lﬁn! Add thls to the end Of personal pronouns to make them PIUI'aL : P'do S— — - p——
e F I Bye! I ‘
ﬁ{-:ﬁm # ws Fwe 17 wéme;’
you R ni | 447 | you (plural) #7417 nimen * What are some common Chinese surnames?
he fit ta | ™MeN |4 5
she #h 15 * #EATT tamen ‘ E Wang Wang &= Li Lee 8 Zhang Jang X Lid Lyo
e = ta they i1 tamen |
it £ ta e
e they Ef] tamen | Bk Chén Chen | |4 Yang Yang | |# Hudng Hwong| | # Zhdo Jow
n Vocabuiaryp
|l VOco.bulal'i? ------------------------------------------------------------------------- e = st i
R4 nimen you (plural) 2 ldoshi teacher AR dajia everyone #& nin [ you (4R honorific) 8 gui Tl (When asking someone’s name in a humble manner while showing respect)
£ _F z&oshang morning #%_E wanshang evening B zaijian bye St WU e ol
fREF! 15
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4 | ook at the picture. Ask and answer names in Chinese.

R AZF?

| NT jido shénme mingzi?

4 Look at the pictures and speak Chinese according to the situation.

| Example |

Teacher : Hello, everyone!

Student : Hello, teacher!

A RFAF!
Dajia hdo! ‘
5 ZIF!
LaoshT hao! 4

[ Comversation 1 |
£ R E? What is your surname?
Méina : Nin gui xing?

ZIf ﬁf&ﬂfo It is Wang.

| laoshi : W6 xing Wéng.

|
—

g Conversation 2 }

Man * Good momning! et Hello, goyel B4k : JRIYST A7  Whatis your name?
Woman ¢ Good morning! Friend : Hello! Lihua : Ni jido shénme?

A% : FRAYRE A, My name s Haley.
Hall : W jido Hall,

T,

Conversation 3 |

e
____________________________________________________________________________________ WF R 42 What is your surname?

........ Hali  : Nixing shénme?

@'\—‘ A PR o @)~ a: ﬁ;;nﬂﬁ;ﬂ =9 FKik4, MY SE4HF, My sumame is Kim, and my first name is Mina.
an'g . ﬁ‘\i&! ] Méina : WO xing Jin, jiao Méina.

Zé&oshang héo! 4 NI héo! 4

16 MRS 1 | szt 17



{ WarS are

1 Listen and circle the correct final sounds. | 1 Look at the pictures and write the correct expressions.
0 e u
o ( UMt AET?  BEE )
o | ai ei ui

® | an en in

0| u ou ao

2 Listen and mark the tones.

; | , & B RN 4. B:

© Ni hao! ® Laoshi hao!

® shenme © mingzi 2 Write the same Chinese character in both conversations.
it | frass

3 Listen and write in pinyin with tone marks. R

Bk S,

@ ~ * Ni jido shénme ? =

B Jin Méina.
3 Write in pinyin with tone marks.

@ . o % | a| ZF
(3] - Ay o ZIF
o|ft4| o|BR

18 I UE 1 fREF! 19



